
Building Our Relations With Our 
Communities and Others 
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n Amateur Radio is still alive and well (Statements 

made by visitors to our booths). Reaching out to our 
communities whether it is by public events, emer-
gency communications with agencies, churches, 
schools, city councils, we show that we are a valu-
able asset to our community. The Amateur Radio 

Expo, which is not 
just made up of one 
group, (multi counties 
comprised of Orange and LA Sections) of which 
many invested a lot of time and money to promote 
amateur radio. I am very proud to have worked with 

all the supporters of the Amateur Radio Expo.  
 

I have also been out promoting Amateur Radio to the Native American Council 
with Joe Madas AE6JM, Tribal Emergency Manager, with the Rincon Band of 
Luiseno Indians. We attended the Cal-E.M.A (California Emergency Management 
Agency) California Tribal Emergency Management/Homeland Security Summit in 
Corning, CA  September 22 - 23, 2009.  I was introduced to and talked with 
Nancy Ward, Regional Administrator FEMA Region 9 at great length the impor-
tance of AR and emergencies. She agreed because she takes care of the Islands of 

the Pacific and they depend on AR for communications. I 
also met Mr. Matt Bettenhausen, Acting Secretary of Cal-
EMA. Why did I attend? In my section I have well over 
15 bands of Native Americans all of which, I found have 
little emergency communications support. Our goal on a 
local and federal level is to get the tribes up to date and 

give support as needed.  
73 Carl Gardenias WU6D - Orange Section Manager  

To Our Affiliated Clubs 
If you have questions regarding your affilia-
tion as an affiliated club with the ARRL, 
please feel free to contact our Affiliated Club 
Coordinator, Bill Prats K6ACJ and he can be 
reached at: k6acj-arrl@biztek.com  
Bill has some great ideas and I know he is 
willing to share them with your club. 
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As an important part of the San Bernardino County Fire Department’s emergency communication plan, ARES 
works along side with the Emergency Communication Service (ECS) as the main communication backup and 
logistical support during activations.  
All San Bernardino County Fire Department ARES personnel are required to take several of the ICS courses 
and other training. We require a full background check and fingerprinting. All of the training and background 
checks are paid for by County Fire. They also offer additional training that I encourage all the members to 
take. The unit is growing and will continue to expand into other areas as needed.  
We are very fortunate to have the support of County Fire and ECS which has made it very rewarding.  The 
ARES unit also wears a uniform similar to County Fire so we are recognized and made to feel a part of the 
Fire Department Family.  
For 2009 the San Bernardino County ARES team has been quite active. We continue with ongoing training in 
the FEMA’s ICS courses, CPR/First Aid and Wildland Fire Training along with several others. We are also 
heavily involved with several charity walks providing radio communication and route safety for these events.  
We have also been at several of our local cities during their Disaster Preparedness Fairs, and the State’s Big 
Shake Out event in the past few months. We have been sharing the importance of being prepared for disasters 
along with other information with the public. 
This year we have also assisted with three major fire activations. First acting as a recon team for the Station 
Fire that threatened to move from Los Angeles County to San Bernardino County which would involve the 
town of Wrightwood. We were able to get needed information for our Office of Emergency Services to deter-
mine the exact line of the fire and its movement.  
Next we worked on the Oak Glen and Pendleton fires near Yucaipa. Having personnel stationed at both the 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and the fire camp at Yucaipa Regional Park where we assisted with the 
day to day operations and communications need for this event.  
Shortly after those fires, we assisted with the larger Sheep Fire near Lytle Creek and Wrightwood. Again we 
provided both communication and logistical support that was needed over the several days of this event.  
ARES personnel were stationed at both the fire camp in Devore and at the EOC.  
I have been working with other groups and areas to broaden the ARES geographical reach. With time we will 
have groups in all parts of the county. It is important for any ARES group to have an association with either a 
governmental or private organization to make sure they will have the support when needed. Each ARES group 
is different in its needs and wants, but its association with an agency shown above and continual training will 
ensure its growth and success.   

 

Jeff Richardson, W6JJR 

Orange Assistant Section Manager 

San Bernardino County ARES Coordinator 
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WORKING TOGETHER SUPPORTING AGENCIES AND 
OUR COMMUNITY  

by Jeff Richardson W6JJR 
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             THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE, INC 
   
   DAN WELCH, W6DFW  
  Official Observer Coordinator - ARRL Orange Section - Southwestern Division 

     Email: arrl.ooc@apex-scientific.com 

December 5, 2009 

 

Orange Section Official Observers Needed 
If you are in the Orange Section and would like to become an ARRL Official Observer, you are invited. 

 
The Official Observer program has been sponsored by the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) for more 
than 50 years to help amateurs help each other. OO appointees have assisted thousands of amateurs to maintain 
their transmitting equipment and operating procedures in compliance with the regulations. The object of the 
OO program is to notify amateurs by mail of operating/technical irregularities before they come to the atten-
tion of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). 

 
The OO performs his function by listening rather than transmitting, keeping an ear out for such things as fre-
quency instability, harmonics, hum, key clicks, broad signals distorted audio, over deviation, out-of-band op-
erations, etc. The OO competes his task once the notification card is sent. In hard-core rule violation cases, 
OO’s refer problems to high echelons of the Amateur Auxiliary, and may be requested to gather evidence for 
possible FCC enforcement actions. 

 
Requirements: 

1) Must take and pass an exam to be certified as a member of the Amateur Auxiliary, an FCC requirement, 
based on study of the ARRL’s Amateur Auxiliary Training Manual. 

2) Must be an ARRL Full Member and have been a licensee of Technician Class or higher for at least 4 
years. 

3) Must report to the OO Coordinator regularly. 

4) Maintain regular activity in sending out advisory notices as needed. 5 hour min. monthly. 

5)  

Amateur Auxiliary Information 

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/org/am_aux.html 

Official Observer Application 

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/forms/fsd187/form.html 
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Website: www.dxstore.com 

Contact: Jim Shryne N6DHZ 

Email:  n6dhz@dxstore.com 

Website:  www.nicadladyonline.com  

1 800 906.6423 

Email:  sales@nicadlady.com   

Website: www.hamradio.com 

Email: anaheim@hamradio.com 

Ph: 1 800.854.6046  

Website: www.hiqantenna.com 

1 877.373.2776 

Email: sales@hiqantennas.com 

FORD Electronics.com 
Website: www.fordelectronics.com 

714 521.8080 

Email: sales@fordel.com  

Local Companies  

That Support  

Amateur Radio 

In The Orange  

Section 

If you would like to get involved with message 
handling, please give our Section Traffic Man-
ager an email: bhunter3@mindspring.com  

73, Bruce, KI6RUW ARRL Orange STM  

SATERN Annual Seminar  -  January 30, 2010 – San Bernardino CA – More information please contact Tony Stephens 
ke6jzf@verizon.net or visit the SATERN website: www.satern.net  SEE FLYER this issue 

 

Palm Springs Hamfest – January 30, 2010 – More information TBA – This event took place in May 2007 and was a great success. So far, 
the sponsors of this event have vendors such as HRO, The DX Store to name a few and other activities. We will be keeping you posted as 
more information becomes available. SEE FLYER this issue 

Events coming up in other Sections and areas:  

Arizona – Quartzfest– January 2010 – Many people have joined in on the fun of the Annual Quartzite swap meets, from unique stones, RV 
equipment and yes and even Amateur Radio. If you want something fun to do and learn more than you think you already know then visit 
http://www.quartzfest.org/  

Arizona – In Arizona you will always find a Hamfest most every month – please visit  
www.arizona-arrl.org or go to: http://www.arca‐az.org/arca  the site usually has a list of upcoming hamfests 
 

Southwest Division Convention 2010 San Diego CA – September 2010 - Sponsored by SANDARC for more information and registration 
please visit their website http://www.sandarc.net/Convention2010.html  SEE FLYER This Issue 

 

International DX Convention, Visalia – April 16 – 18 2010 – This will be the 61st Annual  DX Convention. This is a delightful conven-
tion where everyone has a great time. Meet new friends and old friends from around the world or from around the corner that you may have 
talked to on the radio, but never met. If you are new to DXing or contesting, this is the place to be. Visit often http://www.dxconvention.org  
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